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Brief History of Belfast
Belfast, the capital of Northern Ireland, 

has a rich and complex history that spans 
centuries. The city’s origins can be traced 
back to the Iron Age. 

The name Belfast comes 
from the Irish “Béal Feirste,” 
meaning “mouth of the 
sandbar”. 

The 19th century brought a golden age 
to Belfast under Queen Victoria’s reign. 
The city experienced rapid industrialization, 
with the founding of the Harland & Wolff 
shipyard in 1862 being a pivotal moment. 
Belfast’s growth and prosperity led to it 
being granted city status in 1888. By 
this time, Belfast had become one of the 
world’s leading industrial cities, known for 
its shipbuilding, rope-making, and linen 
production.

The early 20th century was marked 
by significant events that shaped Belfast’s 
future. In 1911, the RMS Titanic was 
launched from the Harland & Wolff shipyard, 
a source of pride that turned to tragedy 
the following year when the ship sank on 
its maiden voyage. The period also saw 
rising tensions between Unionists and 
Nationalists, culminating in the formation 
of the Ulster Volunteer Force in 1912.

Following the Irish War of Independence 
(1919-1921), Ireland was partitioned, with 
6 counties in the northeast remaining part 
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of the United Kingdom. Belfast became the 
capital of this new entity, Northern Ireland. 
The city’s Stormont Parliament Buildings, 
completed in 1932, became the seat of the 
Northern Ireland government.

The latter half of the 20th century was 
dominated by a period known as “The 
Troubles.” This conflict, which began in 
the late 1960s, was characterized by 
sectarian violence between Protestant 
Unionists and Catholic Nationalists. 
Belfast became the epicenter of much of 
this conflict, with bombings, street riots, 
and military presence becoming a part of 
daily life.

The 1998 Good Friday Agreement 
marked a turning point, bringing an end to 
the worst of the violence and ushering in a 
new era of peace. Since then, Belfast has 
undergone significant transformation. The 
city has seen substantial investment and 
redevelopment, particularly in areas like 
the Titanic Quarter, named after the city’s 
shipbuilding heritage.

Today, Belfast is a vibrant, modern city 
that has successfully blended its industrial 
past with a forward-looking approach. 
While shipbuilding and linen production 
have declined, new industries such as 
technology, tourism, and the service sector 
have emerged. The city’s rich history is 
celebrated and remembered through 
numerous museums, historical sites, and 
cultural institutions.
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Belfast City Hall
Belfast City Hall, an iconic 

landmark in the heart of the city, 
is a testament to Belfast’s rich 
history and architectural heritage. 
This beautiful Baroque Revival 
building, opened in 1906, serves 
as both the civic headquarters 
for Belfast City Council and a 
popular tourist attraction.

Free guided tours offer visitors 
a chance to explore the building’s 
stunning interior, including the 
Grand Staircase, the Great Hall, 
and the Council Chamber. These 
tours provide insights into the 
building’s history and its role in 
Belfast’s civic life.

The grounds feature several 
notable monuments and  
memorials. The Titanic Memorial 
Garden, dedicated to those who 
perished in the 1912 disaster, is 
particularly poignant given  
Belfast’s connection to the 
ill-fated ship.

City Hall also houses a visitor 
exhibition that tells the story of 
Belfast through various  
interactive displays. This  
exhibition offers a comprehensive 
overview of the city’s history, from 
its origins as a small settlement 
to its current status as a vibrant, 
modern city.

During the holiday season, the 
grounds of City Hall transform 
into a festive Christmas market, 
attracting locals and tourists alike 
with its array of international 
cuisine and handcrafted goods.

Donegall Square, Belfast | Open 9:30AM–5PM Mon – Fri, 10AM–5pm Sat & Sun
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Botanic Gardens

The Botanic Gardens, a 
28-acre public park located in 
the university area of Belfast, 
offer a peaceful retreat from 
the bustle of the city.  
Established in 1828, these 
Victorian-era gardens  
provide a lush, green space 
for relaxation and exploration.

One of the garden’s most 
notable features is the Palm 
House, a beautiful cast-iron 

glasshouse that dates back 
to the 1840s. This historic 
structure houses a diverse 
collection of tropical plants, 
including some of the oldest 
seed plants around today.

Adjacent to the Palm House 
is the Tropical Ravine, recently 
restored to its former Victorian 
glory. This unique building 
features a sunken glen filled 
with exotic plants from around 

the world, including orchid 
plants, cinnamon, banana, 
and bromeliad, creating a 
tropical oasis in the heart of 
Belfast.

The gardens also include 
extensive lawns, perfect for 
picnics or leisurely strolls, 
and a rose garden that 
blooms beautifully in the 
summer months. Various 
sculptures and monuments 

scattered throughout the 
gardens add points of 
interest and reflection.

For families, the 
gardens offer a children’s 
playground and plenty of 
space for outdoor activities. 
The gardens also host 
various events throughout 
the year, including music 
performances, festivals and 
art exhibitions.

College Park Botanic Avenue, Belfast | Open 7:30AM–5PM Daily
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Ulster Museum

Nestled within Belfast’s 
serene Botanic Gardens, 
the Ulster Museum offers 
a captivating exploration 
of Northern Ireland’s rich 
heritage. This comprehensive 
institution houses a vast 
collection of artifacts 
spanning centuries, 
showcasing the region’s 
natural history, archaeology, 
and artistic achievements.

Step into the museum’s 
natural history section to 
marvel at the diverse flora 
and fauna of Northern Ireland. 
Discover the fascinating story 
of the Irish elk, an extinct 
species whose complete  
skeleton stands as a 
testament to the region’s 
ancient past. Explore the 
intricacies of the geological 
landscape, from prehistoric 

times to the present day.
Venture into the 

archaeology and history 
galleries to unravel the 
complex tapestry of 
Northern Ireland’s past. 
Examine ancient Celtic  
artifacts, delve into 
historical events, and gain 
a deeper understanding 
of the region’s cultural 
evolution.

Art enthusiasts will be 
captivated by the museum’s 
extensive collection of fine 
and applied art. Admire 
works by renowned Irish and 
international artists, 
spanning centuries of  
creativity and expression. 
The museum’s ever-changing 
temporary exhibitions ensure 
there’s always something new 
to discover.

One of the museum’s 
hidden gems is its collection 
of Egyptian artifacts. This 
unexpected treasure trove 
offers a fascinating glimpse 
into ancient civilizations, 
contrasting with the local 
historical exhibits.

The Ulster Museum invites 
you to embark on a journey 
through time, exploring the 
natural beauty, cultural 

heritage, and historical 
significance of Northern 
Ireland.

Stranmillis Road, Botanic Gardens, Belfast | Open 10AM–5PM  
Closed Mon & Thurs
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Titanic Belfast Museum
1 Olympic Wy, Belfast | Opening Hours Fluctuate, please use QR Code

Titanica: Rowan Gillespie’s bronze sculpture 
symbolizing hope and positivity.

Titanic Belfast is an  
essential stop for any visitor 
to Northern Ireland. This iconic 
museum, located on the site 
where the RMS Titanic was 
built, offersa comprehensive 
and immersive exploration of 
the ill-fated ship’s history.

The museum’s striking 
architecture, reminiscent of 
ship hulls and ice crystals, is 
a landmark in itself. Inside, 
visitors are taken on a journey 

through nine interactive 
galleries that tell the story of 
the Titanic from its conception 
and construction to its maiden 
voyage and tragic end.

The exhibits use a  
combination of interactive 
technology, full-scale 
reconstructions, and original 
artifacts to bring the Titanic’s 
story to life. Visitors can  
explore recreations of the 
ship’s cabins, experience the 

sights and sounds of the 
shipyard, and even take a 
virtual tour of the wreck on 
the ocean floor.

One of the most poignant 
aspects of the museum is 
its exploration of the human 
stories behind the Titanic. 
Through personal accounts 
and artifacts, visitors 
gain insight into the lives 
of passengers and crew 
members, adding a deeply 

emotional dimension to the 
historical narrative.

The museum also 
places the Titanic in 
the broader context of 
Belfast’s maritime history 
and industrial heritage. It 
explores the city’s role as a 
major shipbuilding center 
and the impact of the 
Titanic’s construction on 
the local community.
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Belfast Castle
Perched on the slopes of Cave 

Hill Country Park, Belfast Castle 
offers visitors stunning panoramic 
views of the city and Belfast Lough. 
While not as old as its name might 
suggest – the current structure dates 
from the 1870s – the castle and its 
grounds are steeped in local history 
and legend.

The castle itself, built in the 
Scottish Baronial style, houses a 
restaurant and antique shop.  
Visitors can explore the castle’s  
interior, admiring its ornate  
architecture and learning about the 
Chichester family, who originally 
owned the estate.

The castle grounds are 
particularly noteworthy. The 
beautifully landscaped gardens 
include the unique Cat Garden, 
featuring nine references to cats in 
its design. This garden is linked to 
a local legend that promises good 
fortune to the castle’s residents as 
long as a white cat lives there.

Outdoor enthusiasts will find 
Belfast Castle to be the perfect 
starting point for exploring the 
scenic Cave Hill Country Park. The 
park offers a variety of hiking trails, 
including a path to McArt’s Fort, 
an Iron Age fort with breathtaking 
views of Belfast.

Antrim Rd, Belfast | Open 9AM–6PM Sun & Mon 
9AM–9PM Wed – Sat
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Cave Hill Country Park

Cave Hill Country Park, 
located just north of Belfast, 
is a stunning natural area that 
offers a blend of outdoor 
activities, historical significance, 
and breathtaking views.

Named after the five caves 
that are believed to be early iron 
mines, the park encompasses 
approximately 300 hectares of 
diverse landscapes, including 
heathland, woodlands, streams 
and meadows.

One of the park’s most  
notable features is its iconic hill, 

which rises to 368 meters 
(1,207 feet) and is often 
likened to a sleeping giant, 
a resemblance that inspired 
Jonathan Swift’s character in 
Gulliver’s Travels. The park is 
home to several archaeological 
sites, including McArt’s Fort, 
an ancient rath that provides 
panoramic views over Belfast 
and beyond, making it a 
popular spot for hikers and 
nature enthusiasts.

Visitors can enjoy a variety 
of well-marked walking and 

hiking trails that cater to 
different fitness levels, 
ranging from easy strolls 
to more challenging 
hikes. The trails lead to 
significant landmarks such 
as Belfast Castle and the 
Devil’s Punchbowl, as well 
as offering interpretive 
signs that highlight the 
area’s rich geology and  
fascinating history.

Cave Hill Country Park 
is also a haven for wildlife, 
with diverse flora and 

fauna, making it a great spot 
for birdwatching and enjoying 
Northern Ireland’s natural 
beauty. The park features 
picnic areas and playgrounds, 
making it family-friendly and 
accessible for all ages.

With its combination of 
natural beauty, recreational 
opportunities, and historical  
intrigue, Cave Hill Country Park 
is a must-visit destination for 
anyone exploring Belfast.

Antrim Rd, Belfast |  Opening Hours Fluctuate, please use QR Code
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The MAC, Belfast’s premier 
venue for contemporary art,  
theater, and music, represents 
the city’s vibrant and evolving 
cultural scene. This state-of-the-
art facility, opened in 2012, has 
quickly become a hub for artistic  
expression and creativity in 
Northern Ireland.

The building itself is an  
architectural marvel, with its 
striking design seamlessly 
blending modern elements with 
the historic Cathedral Quarter 
surroundings. The MAC houses 
three art galleries, two theaters, 
and various workshop and rehearsal spaces.

Visitors to the MAC can enjoy a diverse 
program of visual art exhibitions, featuring 
both local and international artists. The 
galleries often showcase thought-provoking 
and innovative works that challenge 
perceptions and spark dialogue.

The venue’s theaters host a wide range of 
performances, from cutting-edge experimental 
pieces to more traditional productions. 

The MAC is also known for its support of 
emerging local talent, providing a platform 
for new voices in the arts.

In addition to its artistic offerings, the 
MAC features a café and bar, making it a 
popular spot for socializing and relaxation. 
The center often hosts talks, workshops, and 
other events, further cementing its role as a 
cultural focal point in Belfast.

Metropolitan Arts Centre
10 Exchange St, West, Belfast |  Open 9AM–5PM Tue–Sunday, Closed Monday
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St. George’s Market
St. George’s Market, the last surviving 

Victorian covered market in Belfast, offers 
visitors a vibrant and authentic taste of 
local life. The market building you will find 
there today, was purpose-built back in the 
1890s. However, there has been a market 
on this spot since the 1600s. It has become 
a beloved institution in the city, known  
for its diverse array of food, crafts, and 
local entertainment.

The market operates primarily on 
weekends, with each day having its own 
distinct character. 

Food lovers will be in paradise at St. 
George's Market. From traditional Irish 
fare to international cuisine, the market 
offers a wide range of culinary delights. 
Visitors can sample local specialties like 

Belfast baps, enjoy fresh seafood from local 
fishermen, and indulge in artisanal cheeses 
and meats. The market is also home to a 
variety of international food stalls, where you 
can find everything from spicy Indian curries 
to mouthwatering Mexican tacos.

Additionally, the vibrant atmosphere is 
enhanced by live music performances and 
the friendly banter of local vendors, making 
it a lively spot to enjoy a meal or snack. 
Whether you're in the mood for a hearty 
breakfast, a quick lunch, or just a sweet treat, 
St. George's Market has something to satisfy 
every palate. The market not only showcases 
the best of Northern Irish cuisine but also 
reflects the city’s diverse culinary scene, 
making it a must-visit for anyone looking to 
experience the flavors of Belfast.

Game of Thrones
The area in and around Belfast has become a mecca for fans of the hit HBO series Game of 

Thrones, while also offering a wealth of historical and cultural attractions.

Located on Bregagh Road between 
Armoy and Stranocum in County Antrim, 
the Dark Hedges, a stunning avenue of 
beech trees, has become a global icon. 
Originally planted by the Stuart family in 
the 18th century, this picturesque location 
is a must-see.

In a daring escape from King’s Landing, 
Arya Stark disguised herself as a boy and 
joined a group of recruits traveling north 
on the King’s Road. Accompanying her 
were Yoren, Gendry, Hot Pie, and others 
bound for the Night’s Watch. Their journey 
along this iconic route was a pivotal 
moment in Arya’s story, shaping her 
character and setting the stage for future 
adventures.

Tollymore Forest Park was the first 
state forest park in Northern Ireland, 
established on 2 June 1955. It is located at 
Bryansford, near the town of Newcastle. 
With its towering beech trees and mystical 
atmosphere, Tollymore Forest served 
as the backdrop for scenes beyond the 
Wall. The eerie Haunted Forest near 
Castle Black, with its twisted trees and 
ancient legends, was also featured in 
the series. The Wolfswood, a vast forest 
near Winterfell, was another prominent 
location, depicted as a dangerous 
wilderness teeming with direwolves.

BONUS

12 East Bridge St, West, Belfast | Open 8AM–2PM Fri, 9AM–3PM Sat, 10AM–3PM Sun
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Discover the magic of Belfast, 
Northern Ireland. Explore iconic 
landmarks like Titanic Belfast, 
Ulster Museum, and City Hall. 
Experience the vibrant atmosphere 
of St. George's Market and the 
serene beauty of Botanic Gardens. 
Belfast offers a unique blend of 
history, culture, and natural beauty, 
making it a must-visit destination. 

Bonus: Immerse yourself in the 
Game of Thrones filming locations 
that captivated audiences 
worldwide.


